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the Irish and Italians of a thousand communities,
attest the fact that the " farmers and artisans from
all the nations" have had an honorable part in the
achievement.

In laying plans for the development of the
western lands the statesmanship of the Revolu-
tionary leaders was at its best. In the first place,
the seven States which had some sort of title to
tracts extending westward to the Mississippi wisely
yielded these claims to the nation; and thus was
created a single, national domain which could be
dealt with in accordance with a consistent policy.
In the second place, Congress, as early as 1780,
pledged the national Government to dispose of the
western lands for the common benefit, and prom-
ised that they should be "settled and formed into
distinct republican states, which shall become mem-
bers of the federal union, and have the same rights
of sovereignty, freedom, and independence as the
other states/'

Finally, in the Northwest Ordinance of 1787
there was mapped out a scheme of government
admirably adapted to the liberty-loving, yet law-
abiding, populations of the frontier. It was based
on the broad principles of democracy, and it was
sufficiently flexible to permit necessary changes as